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it enters the Gulf of Finland, and is 400
miles northwest of Moscow. The city is
built upon low land which is subject to over-
flow, and much of this is protected by walls
and by the construction of canals, which
receive the surplus water. Before entering
the gulf, the Neva divides into several
arms, forming a delta, most of which
is within the city limits. The main branch,
known as the Great Neva, divides the
city into two chief divisions, the right
side, which was the nucleus of the city in
the time of Peter the Great, and the left or
"great" side, on the mainland to the south,
which became the center of business, fashion
and government. These sections and the
numerous islands occupied by the city are
connected by over 120 bridges, some of which
are supported on pontoons, so that they can
be removed during the winter.
The left side, or "great city," is divided
into four quarters, the most important of
which is the admiralty quarter, on the south
bank of the river and in the center of the
city. This quarter is so named from the
admiralty building, a structure about 1,600
feet long, which contains the admiralty of-
fices and a museum. From this square the
four principal streets of the city radiate. Of
these the Nevski Prospekt, 130 feet wide and
about four miles long is the finest. On the
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southeast of the admiralty building are the
Alexander Gardens, and on the southwest
is Peter Square, containing a colossal eques-
trian statue of Peter the Great; beyond this
square are the buildings of the senate and
the Holy Synod. To the southwest of the
admiralty is the Cathedral of Saint Isaac,
the most celebrated cathedral of the city.
It is built in the form of a Greek cross and
is surmounted by a large gilded dome. The
porticoes are single pillars of polished gran-
ite, over fifty feet high. To the northeast of
the admiralty extend the palaces, the most
famous of which is the Winter Palace of the
 former czars. It was the center of bitter
struggles during the revolution which over-
threw Kerensky. Adjoining the Winter
Palace is the Hermitage, which formerly con-
tained one of the finest art galleries in Eu-
rope. In Palace Square, to the southeast
of the Winter Palace, is the Alexander
Column, a monument nearly 100 feet high,
erected to Alexander I.
One of the islands is occupied by the old
Fortress of Saints Peter and Paul, which was
the original nucleus of the capital and later
used as a city prison. Within this enclosure
is also the Cathedral of Saints Peter and
Paul, in which it was once the custom to
bury the czars and other members of the
royal families. Another island is occupied
by the University of Leningrad and other
prominent educational institutions, while a
third is the site of a fine botanical garden.
Leningrad was formerly the literary and
intellectual center of Russia and it sup-
ported a number of higher institutions of
learning, including the university named a-
bove, the Academy of Sciences, with a li-
brary of over 500,000 volumes; the Institute
of Technology, an industrial school; the Con-
servatory of Music, founded by Rubinstein,
and numerous schools for the higher educa-
tion of women, as well as technical schools
in medicine and the various branches of nat-
ural science. The Soviet State (formerly
Imperial) Library contains over 1,300,000
volumes and nearly 40,000 manuscripts.
Leningrad was also the great commercial
and industrial center, and notwithstanding
the fact that its port is closed by ice during
several months of the year, its exports and
imports were extensive. The industrial por-
tion of the city is located on the right or
Leningrad side, where are found most of the
large factories and the residences of the
workmen. Th© leading industries ^ere the
manufacture of textiles, india rubber goods,
tobacco products, leather, machinery and va-
rious stone products. The city was the west-
ern terminus of the Trans-Siberian and other
important trunk lines of railroad.
The fort erected by the Swedes at the
mouth of the Neva was captured by Peter
the Great in 1703, and he immediately de-
cided to make this the site of the capital of
the empire. By 1712 he was enabled to re-
move the government to the new capital, and
from that time the city increased in popula-
tion and importance, until it became P,tt$ of

